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infection. At first the appetite of the affected pigs may not be lessened, but as the disease continues the desire for food is gradually diminished and the animals begin to show signs of unthriftiness. They are often called runts because 'of their thin and pot-bellied appearance. The pigs slowly become weaker and frequently weave as they walk. As a rule, the sick pigs do not have a high fever. The skin becomes harsh, dry, wrinkled, and leather-like. Many of the affected pigs die from exhaustion, resulting from the loss of flesh and the drain of the constant diarrhea. Some of the animals may be sick only a short- time while others may last for several weeks. The symptoms are persistent diarrhea, loss of flesh, and general unthriftiness. When seen in small pigs the indications point to this infectious diarrhea. The post-mortem examination would fix the diagnosis beyond doubt. The reader is again cautioned to avoid snap judgment on the symptoms shown by a sick pig, because up to a certain point all look much alike. The examination after death usually fixes the blame.
When a small pig dies after showing the symptoms just mentioned, the carcass should be opened and the stomach and intestines examined carefully. A knife or scissors will serve the purpose of opening these two organs. First, the stomach is removed and emptied of its contents. While the stomach is not the place where the greatest changes occur, it often presents a cooked appearance when a pig has suffered a long time from this disease. The intestines should then be opened and examined from end to end, looking for patches of dead tissue. These patches are really part of the lining membrane of the intestines. They vary from the size of a quarter to as large as one's hand and may even involve several feet of the bowel A crude description would be to compare the inside of the intestines with the corroded inside of a long-used water pipe. When scraped with .the knife-blade the entire lining of the intestine may come off easily. The affected patches may be white, yellow, or brownish in color. Sometimes round ulcers similar to those